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The College of the Resurrection

Welcome

It is my pleasure to introduce you to this prospectus for 

the College of the Resurrection, Mirfield!

Whilst there are many different colleges open to those 

beginning ministerial training, we hope that you will 

take time to consider all the benefits that Mirfield has 

to offer. 

Mirfield is unique in that we prepare people for 

ordination whilst living alongside a traditional 

monastic community. This environment offers training 

in a way of life which we know, from experience, will 

sustain people through years of ministry. Since the 

College opened in 1902, its common life has been a 

unique gift for the formation of deacons and priests. 

More recently, we have come to recognise this gift as 

bearing the marks of a 'new monastic community.'

All who join us receive an excellent theological 

education. The opportunities for study are combined 

with a depth of prayer and a multitude of contexts 

for people to gain 'hands-on' experience with first-

class supervision. Our overall aim is to equip students 

for ministry and mission within the wider Church of 

England.

This prospectus gives you a small taster of what we 

have to offer and I invite you to come to visit and to 

experience a day in the life of the college. 

A Mirfield formation will provide you with the space, 

time and training to follow God, wherever that may 

take you."

An Easter like no other! 

"I came to Mirfield on retreat for Holy Week and knew immediately that it was the place 
for me. From the moment I turned in through the gate!

The church can be marmite for some but for me it was somewhere that I knew I would 
be happy. God spoke to me that week. Through the keeping of Holy Week and the 

celebration and joy that erupted on Easter Day – that Easter changed my life."
Paul
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A 'new monastic' 
community
The College of the Resurrection is one of only 10 Church of 

England theological colleges offering full-time residential 

training.  Founded in 1902, we have a highly respected history of 

forming deacons and priests.  Uniquely, the College community 

has a life of prayer interwoven with its founding religious 

community.  From its establishment under Charles Gore, 

the Community of the Resurrection has been committed to 

theological study and formation for ordained ministry. 

Today, Mirfield is a tale of two communities.  They are different 

and distinct, but neither would be quite itself without the 

other: one is a traditional monastic community, owing much to 

the Benedictine tradition; the other is the college community 

infused with similar principles but along new monastic lines.   

Ordinands are members of this community for only two or three 

years, committing to a common life in a diverse community of 

women and men, single or married, living on or off site in nearby 

housing. 

Time and again, students will single out the connection of 

the College and to the Community of the Resurrection as the 

most significant feature of their preparation for ordination.  The 

traditional monastic community’s rhythm of life, intersecting 

with that of the College, contributes an extraordinary depth 

and richness to our prayer, study and theological reflection.  The 

interwoven lives of the two distinct but related communities 

have fruitfully built patterns of prayer, study and mission that 

have developed and sustained our graduates long after they 

have left us.

We welcome men and women from throughout the Church 

of England and beyond.  People of very diverse backgrounds, 

experiences and theological traditions find themselves uniting in 

"Having previously spent time 
in a new monastic community, 
I felt called to train in a place 
that was firmly committed to 

the importance of common life 
in formation. Mirfield is such a 

college, and it has been a privilege 
to grow in mutual love and 

support of my fellow ordinands 
here as we strive to serve God and 

one another each day."
                                                      Hugh

response to God’s call to be formed for the ministerial 

diaconate and priesthood at Mirfield.  Here they are 

formed and resourced to participate in the mission 

and ministry of the church in God’s ever-changing 

world.

Is Mirfield the place for you?  We certainly hope our 

community will appeal to you, but the best way to find 

out is to come and visit.  We’d be delighted to have 

you spend a day or two with us – and if you’re married 

or engaged, do bring your partner and family.  It is 

important to decide together whether God is calling 

you to Mirfield and its unique context.

“The college welcomed 
me generously, 

recognising who I was, 
and what I needed from 
ministerial formation.  It 
soon became a home, 

and structure in which to 
grow.”

                                    SAM
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The College of the Resurrection

TRAVEL TIMES

The College was founded by the Community of the Resurrection in 1902, 

long before ‘new monasticism’ was conceived. However its community life, 

lived for over a century, has elements recognisably similar to new monasticism. 

Students live a disciplined life of personal and corporate prayer, sharing Morning and 

Evening Prayer, daily meditation, the offering of a Daily Eucharist and regular reception of 

Holy Communion.

Single students live on site, with married students and their families living in nearby college 

housing. Together, they commit to a ‘common life’ of prayer, of study, of service and mutual 

hospitality with each individual making their distinct contribution to the life and wellbeing 

of the whole.  The college community is diverse, holding together Christians from a 

spectrum of tradition and experience. We are single and partnered; we are straight and 

gay; we are black and we are white; we are traditionalist and affirming of women's priestly 

ministry. We are ‘catholic’ in that we seek to transcend our difference and celebrate our 

diversity within a single Christian community living a common life.  Unlike the secular 

world, our life together provides and creates the opportunity to grapple with the real 

differences between us in depth, not as monks and nuns but as people trained to serve 

as deacons and priests in God’s world. Whilst they are in Mirfield, however, students are 

committed to deepening their Christian discipleship, their commitment to prayer and 

their capacity to serve. They also learn and develop skills of leadership in worship as well as 

community life with its numerous opportunities for collaboration and enabling.  St Benedict, the 

architect of western monasticism, describes the monastery as a laboratory or workshop for the 

Spirit. Mirfield and its College community is a workshop where the Holy Spirit is at work shaping 

individual students through prayer, study and community living.  The College is influenced and 

indebted to the more traditionally monastic Community of the Resurrection and its Benedictine 

influences, which provides stability, We learn from its daily example of priests and lay brothers 

sharing in acommitment to mission grounded in prayer

Students, as they leave the college, take with them the habits, disciplines and skills of prayer, 

service and leadership that will enable them to be faithful and fruitful priests for 

God’s people.

Fastest direct trains to Mirfield from:

London   2 hrs  14 mins

Leeds               22 mins

Manchester    44 mins

Bradford              29 mins

Newcastle   1 hr    54 mins

Birmingham  2 hrs  33 mins

A 'new monastic' training in the shelter of a traditional monastery

Getting to Mirfield
Easily accessed from London, Leeds, Bradford and 

Manchester, which offer inspirational placements, 

our campus is in a beautiful part of West Yorkshire 

enjoying 22 acres of peaceful leafy grounds. The 

College offers excellent hospitality with cosy 

comfortable en-suite study-bedrooms, most of which 

overlook a quad or the gardens. Two and three-

bedroomed properties nearby, owned and maintained 

by the College, offer family accommodation for 

married students. The Community Church is nothing 

short of majestic and provides one of the north of 

England’s most striking liturgical spaces. Below this, 

the College chapel is open and versatile, allowing for a 

variety of liturgical purposes.
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                    "I chose Mirfield  
                so that I could 
             live in community 
         with a group who 
      have very different 
  experiences, backgrounds 
and theologies to me. I 
have learned how to truly 
love and be alongside 
those I would never have 
chosen."
                  Molly



Mirfield: A workshop for the Holy Spirit

Small & supportive Transforming, not 
conforming

Engaging with the 
Divine

Spiritually renewingAncient paths for future 
mission

A workshop for the  
Holy Spirit

The College is deliberately smaller 

than most, affording plenty of 

individual attention. Our common life 

is lived out in the refectory, in chapel 

and in serving one another in a host 

of undemonstrative ways. Although 

we are small, there is always a great 

deal going on. We share the campus 

with a non-residential course (St 

Hild College), a liturgical institute, a 

diocesan resource centre, a popular 

retreat house and, of course, a 

religious community.

The College’s life is deeply sacramental 

and liturgical, rooted in the scriptures 

and prayer. Students share in our 

own open catholic worship, and are  

encouraged to explore the breadth 

of Christian expression and to find 

their own particular place within the 

Anglican heritage.

Everyone at the college is able to 

draw upon the wealth of spirituality 

available iamong the brothers of 

the Community.  Each student 

have the  opportunity to develop a 

relationship with one of the brothers 

who becomes their spiritual director.  

Living in community is not always 

easy and the pressures of juggling 

the many roles students have, can be 

daunting.  Spiritual Direction helps 

students pay attention to how God 

is leading them and its implications 

for their relationships with others and 

themselves.

Are we traditional? – Certainly, in that 

we receive what has been handed 

to us in scripture and Christian 

experience. Learning the lessons of 

history enables us to be contemporary 

and forward looking supported by 

our rich heritage. We are Catholic in 

the full sense of the word, entirely 

appreciating the importance of 

relating to other approaches in order 

to build mutual understanding, 

respect and unity. We prepare our 

women and men for generous, 

contemporary and creative mission, 

grounded in a strong liturgical and 

pastoral tradition.

Each Mirfield student will face their 

own personal challenges as they focus 

on becoming the person God is calling 

them to be. Students should expect 

to be challenged and changed in 

this workshop of the Spirit. Spiritual, 

intellectual, and emotional change 

and development are essential in 

those preparing for ministry. 

we understand the vital importance of choosing the right theological training 
for you; no college can be right for everyone and you will need to weigh up what 
Mirfield has to offer.   This college strives to be a place where you will be formed 
and equipped for ministry alongside others  to serve the Kingdom of God.  

NEW

"On paper Mirfield was the only place for me. It ticked all the right boxes, everything 
my head thought I needed. Visiting as a prospective student only confirmed this for me. 
Arriving at the college my heart was immediately filled with the warmth of the welcome 

I received and the joy of the liturgy, both with the Community upstairs and with the 
College downstairs. The prayerfulness and friendships formed in this place are preparing 

me for my future ministry, no matter where I end up, I know that I will continue to be 
rooted in these."

                                  Kayleigh
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Take time to consider...

The college is, in its entirety, a 

workshop in which the the skills 

necessary for the life of a priest can 

be acquired and developed.  The 

college, like the Community of the 

Resurrection, is firmly embedded in 

society and is a place where students 

learn to "toil faithfully and mindfully at 

all these tasks." (Benedict)



Focus on Mission

The Revd Sarah Farrimond

The Revd Jez BrownThe Revd Jen Middleton

The Revd Carol Barrett Ford

The Revd Roger Reece

I believe placements give ordinands 
an insight into different churches, 
contexts and approaches to ministry 
than they are already familiar with. 
They provide opportunities to 
hone preaching and pastoral skills. 
They offer curates a taste of the 
important task of bringing theology 
into conversation with ministry.

Being a Chaplain in the NHS is a 
privilege that has to be protected. 
Students become aware of the 
responsibility of working alongside 
people of all faiths and beliefs, 
whilst remaining secure in their 
personal faith.

Having an ordinand on placement 
brings a tangible expression of 
faith to our community, bringing 
their enthusiasm and fresh eye, 
asking questions, listening and 
sharing their journey—it’s a real 
blessing!

At HMP Leeds we are a Multi- Faith 
Chaplaincy.  We offer students the 
opportunity to work alongside us 
with prisoners of different Faiths.  
We preach the Gospel while 
respecting the needs of other 
faiths.

Ordinands help us in caring for 
homeless and vulnerable people, 
some of whom have severe 
mental health problems, many in 
addiction.

I love the perspective students 
bring to parish life. I have a history of 
pioneer ministry in schools and with 
families and so am keen to allow 
students to grow in these areas, 
helping them grow in confidence 
and to utilise their gifts well.

Rector of All Saints Clayton West & St 
Augustine's Scissett & and Huddersfield 
Area Clergy Development Officer.

Lead Chaplain at Devon 
Partnership Trust

Vicar of All Saints, Halifax

Vicar of St Martin's, Church, 
London

Anglican Chaplain at HMP Leeds

Missional activity, 'proclaiming the Good News', is at the heart of all 
we do at Mirfield.  Our studies, pastoral work and communal living all 
help to form priests and leaders for the changing face of the church 
in the 21st century.   Through a programme of theology, ministry and 
mission we seek to serve those in need, make and nurture new disciples, 
transform unjust structures and safeguard the integrity of creation.

Let us introduce you to just a few of our network of placement supervisors.  
These people are integral in helping each person reflect upon their practical 
experience.

Mission - practical 
engagement through 
placement contexts
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The Revd Roger Quick
Chaplain to the Leeds homeless 
Charity, St George's Crypt



 Our Placement Contexts

Students may be 
placed in worship 
contexts recognising 
and extending their 
prior experience.

We are able to send 
students throughout 
the country to 
experience the full 
breadth of the Church 
of England and we 
have access to rural, 
city and cathedral 
placements.

Sector placements 
enable chaplaincy to 
be integral to training.  
Placements include: 
hospitals, hospices, 
schools, universities, 
police & fire services, 
military chaplaincies, 
prisons, projects 
for the homeless, 
airports and farming 
community contexts

The College and 
Monastery have a number 
of overseas links, and 
long associations in sub-
Saharan Africa. When 
travel conditions allow, a 
number of students travel 
to South Africa for parish 
placements. Further links 
with contexts in Armenia, 
Barbados, Canada, 
Germany, Hong Kong, 
Hungary, Israel, Romania 
and the USA offer a wide 
range of opportunities for 
summer placements.

Mirfield offers students the experience, challenge and diversity of ministry in a wide variety 
of settings such as parishes, schools and chaplaincies. Our proximity to communities of all 
sizes, from picturesque villages and vibrant cities to socially challenging environs, affords 
superb placement opportunities within a variety of contexts including settings where 
Christianity is not the majority religion.

First year students undertake a term-time parish placement and then move into further 
parish and sector placements.  Some  experiences are best gained in term-time, others 
                                           during the long vacations. Some will be local; 
                                                 others are further afield and may be overseas.
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Living in the College
Weekly Boarding
For a minority of students weekly boarding provides a practical alternative to our usual 
residential pattern.  With diocesan agreement, we offer a slightly modified structure 
where students may go home after Evening Prayer on a Thursday and return to 
College in time for Morning Prayer on a Sunday morning.  This allows two complete 
days at home each week and may be suitable for students with varying domestic 
circumstances and responsibilities.  Those wishing to explore this option should discuss 
it with their DDO.

Study Bedrooms
All single students have the use of their own study bedroom.  These have en-suite 
facilities and wi-fi.  There is also the shared use of the kitchenettes. 

The Common Room
All students are members of the 'Common Room', with partners afforded honorary 
membership. The 'Common Room' meet once a term and elect a number of Common 
Room officers who work to enrich our college life and formation.

Dietary Needs
The College catering team are able to accommodate special diets, e.g. gluten or dairy-
free, vegetarian or vegan.

Accessibility
Mobility
Despite the undulating campus at Mirfield, the college and churches are accessible to 
wheelchair users.  Lifts and slopes facilitate freedom of movement around the campus 
and monastery where necessary.  Any potential student wishing to explore our facilities 
and assess their convenience is welcome to visit.

Particular Needs
All are given access to Study Skills training and students with particular needs will work 
with the Academic Dean to plan adaptations and support where appropriate. 

International

Sector

Parish



Corporate 
Worship

Private 
Prayer

Academic 
Study

How are you formed?

Placement 
Contexts

Shared 
community 
life

Missional Priests & 
Leaders

Library Facilities & Information Technology
The College has its own library of more than 20,000 
volumes housed in the Bilson building close to the 
lecture and seminar rooms. In addition to this resource, 
students have access to the Community’s extensive 
library of more than 80,000 volumes with its specialist 
and historic collections. Both libraries are staffed by a 
professional librarian who can also advise students of 
further learning resources.
All students are provided with a Mirfield email account 
and there is wifi available throughout the College. 
A great variety of ebooks and online journals are 
available to students via the YTEP Moodle system, 
which also provides students with course handbooks, 
college information and an online portal for uploading 
assignments. 

Formation
Within Mirfield’s workshop for the Spirit, students are formed by corporate 
worship, private prayer, study, placements and community life, which all 
contribute to the Christian character of the priests, leaders and pastors leaving us 
each year.

Students hear scripture in worship, study it in the classroom and digest it in daily 
prayer and through contemplation.  They seek to incarnate that word in daily 
living and to be its proclaimers to the world.

Students are further moulded by the Spirit who makes Jesus present to them 
in the sacrament of The Eucharist which is celebrated daily. They are guided, 
too, by Spiritual Directors, drawn from the Community of the Resurrection, who 
will, among other things, help them establish a personal discipline of regular 
communion. 

Our placement contexts are many and varied so as to meet the needs of 
each student’s formation and in recent years have included prison, police, 
army, hospital & hospice chaplaincy as well as working with the homeless & 
marginalised.
                                                                                              Within this workshop for the           
                                                                                              Spirit, every student is both a    
                                                                                              subject to be worked upon, to 
                                                                                              be moulded, re-formed and 
                                                                                              shaped for ministry and yet also 
                                                                                              part of a community that will       
                                                                                              help shape others too.

                                                                                              Mirfield’s students learn, 
                                                                                              through experience, to build a 
                                                                                              life that integrates prayer with       
                                                                                              study, service, hospitality, and 
                                                                                              refreshment.
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"The academic study has 
strengthened how I and 

others think about our faith 
and given me the words to 

be able to share it with 
others"

                  ...................James  

Ordinands and independent students 
with appropriate prior qualifications may 
embark on a taught MA programme, 
which normally lasts for 2 years. At 
present we offer modules in Pauline 
Theology, Christian Spirituality, Byzantine 
History, Sacramental Theology among 
others. 
A separate online MA in Liturgy and 
Worship will be launched for the 
Academic year 2022/2023.
It is possible to exit with a Postgraduate 
Diploma which does not include a 
dissertation. 

All our awards are validated by Durham 
University through the Common 
Awards Scheme

Our teaching faculty have subject specialisms at 
research and publication level in Biblical Studies, 

Doctrine, Ethics, Liturgy, Church History, Spirituality, 
Pastoral Care & Reflective Practice, Christian/Islam 

Engagement, Philosophy & Theology,  Greek, 
Conflict Transformation, Leadership and Mission.

The academic pathways followed at Mirfield lead to the Diploma, BA, Graduate 
Diploma & MA qualifications of Durham University (Common Awards).  An 
ordinand's pathway will be dependant upon their period of training and relevant 
prior learning. Our primary pathways are outlined here.  Some students may require 

a bespoke pathway designed to meet their specific needs.  

MA IN THEOLOGY, MINISTRY AND 
MISSION (DURHAM, COMMON 
AWARDS)

BA IN THEOLOGY, MINISTRY 
AND MISSION (DURHAM, 
COMMON AWARDS)

Academic Study
Mirfield is an academic partner within the Yorkshire Theological 

Education Partnership (YTEP).

Over 3 years, students acquire competences in key 
areas for their future ministry. The College of the 
Resurrection places an emphasis upon Biblical 
Studies and Christian tradition, exploring the riches 
of the church’s inheritance through courses on 
doctrine, ethics, liturgy and Anglicanism. These are 
complemented by modules in pastoral theology, 
mission and preaching that help students to 
reflect on their practice in the light of theological 
traditions whilst equipping them for practical 
ministry.
Study weeks address themes such as interfaith 
engagement, conflict transformation and mental 
health.
There is the possibility to learn New Testament 
Greek.
*The 2-year Diploma offers a more compact 
pathway drawing upon the range of BA modules. 
*It is possible to earn a Graduate Diploma through 
a one-year course in preparation of postgraduate 
work.

Pathways

“After 40 years or more of engagement with academic practical
 theology this was probably the largest, most impressive, and most 
highly achieving set of MA dissertations I have seen or examined at 

any one time... Congratulations individually and as a group in 
producing some exceptionally good work in your MA Dissertations.” 

                                           Feedback from Dr Martin Groves, YTEP's External Examiner.
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The Daily Routine
The College follows a regular daily routine:

7.30         Morning Prayer in Lower Church (8.00 Thursday)
8.00 Mass (except Thursday)
8.00 – 9.00 Silent Breakfast (except on feast days)
9.00 Teaching timetable begins
10.45 Tea/Coffee & cake
11.00 Teaching timetable
13.00 Lunch
14.00 Teaching timetable, Tutor-Groups.
16.00 Tea break, rehearsals etc.
18.00 Evening Prayer with the Brethren in Upper Church 
               (College Sung Mass 18.30 on Thursday)
18.45 Dinner & Coffee

Students may also join the Brethren CR for their midday 
office, and compline.
The College keeps silence between Compline and the 
end of breakfast.
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The Life of Prayer
The college and monastic communities are 
grounded in a life of prayer. 

The answer to that question is sought in many 
different ways: in our prayer together and alone, in 
academic and practical study of liturgy and theology.

The College’s liturgical pattern finds its focus and 
stability in the daily offices of morning and evening 
prayer and the daily celebration of a daily Eucharist. 
Within this steadying framework, private prayer 
and reflection, bible study, alternative services, tutor 
groups and lectures provide opportunities for prayer to 
intimately woven into our lives.  

Each day community and college unite to sing 
evensong and join together in celebrating the Sunday 
Eucharist and other festivals. Many students are 
drawn to Mirfield by the prospect of sharing in the 
Community’s worship. Students are nourished during 
their time in college by worship with the college 
and the brothers. Families are welcome to attend 
any worship of the College or the Community and 
encouraged to be part of the worshipping life, if they 
wish. All former students are prayed for by the college 
on a regular basis, and many choose to maintain their 
links with the community and their spiritual directors 
once they are serving in the wider church, building on 
the valuable foundation of prayer that the college and 
community provide.    

Corporate and 
Personal
At the heart of Christian worship is the 
praise of God, in word and sacrament. 
The College enables students to 
build confidence and competence by 
preparing them for particular liturgical 
roles and responsibilities. Through 
corporate worship and personal prayer 
members of the College community 
encourage one another and seek to stir 
up in one another the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. By setting time aside each day to 
pray alone and in community, members 
of the College community learn to rest 
in the love of God – who strengthens us, 
frees us to serve, and helps us to receive 
from others.

Quietly listening
In College, set periods of silence within 
each day enable us to listen for God and 
to become aware of one another’s needs 
in a new way. Uniquely among English 
theological colleges, we keep silence in 
public rooms and corridors from 9.30 pm 
until after breakfast the following day. 
Many students come to specially value 
these times of quiet waiting upon God.

"Training in a 
different tradition is 

great for learning about 
alternative perspectives 

and reflecting on my own 
assumptions and beliefs. I am 
challenged and rewarded by 
gaining more understanding 

and experience of the monastic 
and Anglo-Catholic traditions 

and worship, which, along with 
my own exerience, will equip 

and prepare me for ministry in 
the full breadth and richness 
of the Church of England. We 

are always learning from each 
other as we are bring different 

experiences and insights to 
training."

AMY

"The brothers of 
the Community of the 

Resurrection offer a deep 
and profound pastoral and 

theological education that is 
second to none as well as a 

thorough insight into ministry 
and service to our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ through 
years of missional work 

across the world."
RYAN
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The Community of 
the Resurrection
It is impossible to appreciate the College of the Resurrection 
apart from the other community resident on site, the Community 
of the Resurrection. For more than a century, ordinands at the 
College have benefitted from a rare opportunity to live alongside  Anglican monks. The 
community was founded in 1892 and is insfluenced by the rule of St Benedict. The brethren 
take vows of stability, obedience and conversion of life and follow the shape of early-church life 
recorded in the Act of the Apostles. They possess everything in common and share in teaching, 
fellowship, prayers and the breaking of bread.  They use the rhythm prayer and services at the 
manastery to be angaged with, and fully part of the Anglican Church and the wider world.  
The community is involved in teaching at the College, in its daily running and governance, and in 
the provision of spiritual direction for ordinands.
The brethren demonstrate lives of prophetic Christian service, undertaking mission, preaching 
and pastoral work whilst also running a retreat  house. There is a significant international and 
                                                                                  ecumenical dimension to their work, with connections 
                                                                                   to several other monasteries in Europe and beyond. 
                                                                                   Dietrich Bonhoeffer stayed       
                                                                                   with the community in the
                                                                                   1930s with the brethren  
                                                                                                   playing an important role in  
                                                                                   the struggle against 
                                                                                   apartheid inSouth Africa.  They        
                                                                                                                             have  continued their links with 
                                                                                               the country and had a deep 
                                                                                friendship with Archbishop 
                                                                                Desmond Tutu. 
                                                                             Brethren of the community pray privately for half an
                                                                             hour each day in addition to following a monastic 
                                                                             routine of corporate prayer and worship. Their  
                                                                                   begins with mattins; at midday there is a short office 
                                                                                   and the Eucharist; evensong is sung at 6.00 pm. After a 
                                                                                   quiet compline, complete silence is observed until 
                                                                                   9.00 am the following day.
                                                                                   

"The Community of the 
Resurrection are the 

heartbeat of the College. 
When times are busy or 
difficult it is reassuring 
to know that they are 

holding us daily in their 
Offices. Having a spiritual 
relationship sustains each 

one of us in a particular 
way as we journey together 

responding to God’s call. 
This spiritual connection will 
remain with me throughout 

my future ministry."
JONATHAN
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"The heart of the Mirfield community is oxygenated by the apostolic zeal 
of those called to it in the spirit of the first brethren. We are a people who 
are formed together ‘in the breaking of bread and in the prayers’ that we 

may share that life with others and manifest the world made new in Christ. 
For me, that is God’s charism of the college and religious community, who – 
together - are two distinct members of His one glorious body, the Church."

                                                                                                                      BR. MARC



"The friendships formed through 
living in community at the College 
of the Resurrection are ones that 

have and will sustain me throughout 
my ministry. Framed by the offices 

and held by the rhythm of the 
brethren, the College has provided 

me with a grounding in the continual 
importance of prayer to fuel and 

nourish us as we serve God’s church 
and his people."

LAURA, CURATE IN CHICHESTER DIOCESE

Priests for the Church
Mirfield’s holistic interweaving of monastic community life with academic study 
generates an environment in which students develop as disciples and as future priests.

Patterns of theological reflection, prayer and community living become habits of the 
heart. It is these habits that students carry with them when they leave the college and 
its community. The patterns laid down at Mirfield sustain our students as they move 
into ministry, lending strength in difficult times and providing a gentle reminder of 
the need for humility in times of success. These habits of the heart generate a certain 
resilience in the face of ever-changing ministerial demands.

Offering yourself for ordination can be unsettling and involve an initial loss of 
confidence. Real confidence returns through training and the gift of ordination, where 
we find ourselves becoming the person God is calling us to be.

Mirfield’s focus on life lived in common and of serving one another also develops in our 
students both a high sensitivity to the needs of others and a facility for collaboration – 
invaluable gifts in ministry.

"Formation for the Priesthood at the 
College of the Resurrection prepared 

me for Public Ministry with a love 
of the Common Life, centred in the 
Monastic Spirituality offered. That 

enables me to live out a calling that 
is both structured and punctuated 

with a Rhythm of Prayer that focuses 
the mind, equips the body and 

offers each day to God, and thereby 
helps me to offer myself to God in 

the service of God’s people. Mirfield 
taught me truly how to pray."

FR CRAIG, PARISH PRIEST IN LEEDS DIOCESE
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"The rhythm of life at the College 
of the Resurrection prepared me 

personally for a ministry rooted in 
prayer and worship. Living alongside 
a monastic community allowed me 
to develop a discipline of life which 

has sustained and strengthened me 
during a very busy first year of curacy 

in a busy London parish."
MAX, CURATE IN SOUTHWARK DIOCESE

"The College of the Resurrection 
is a wonderful place to live and 

study.  I thouroughly enjoyed the 
beautiful grounds and church, the 

atmosphere of prayer, and the 
experience of living alongside the 

Community of the Resurrection with 
their own rule of life.  It really does 
help cultivate a balance of work, 

study, relaxation, rest, and prayer, 
which is much needed to create a 

sustainable ministry."
GEMMA, CURATE IN LEEDS DIOCESE



We place great importance upon matching your abilities and experience with 
the appropriate level of study. 

Partners and families are seen as members of our community.  We know how 
much you will be putting into your formation here and it is really important 
that your loved ones feel at home and included.

Very simply, yes!  Everyone is introduced to all the different roles during the 
liturgy and taken through everything step by step.  In the same way, everyone 
is introduced to all the different roles around the college.

The friendships you build at Mirfield are really important and we therefore 
place great emphasis upon time together over food, drink and fun.  Apart 
from the Saturday off there are long weekends and the holidays too.

Food - an important subject!  During term time there are three meals a 
day (with a cooked breakfast on feast days).  You sign in for them or can 
occasionally use the kitchen facitities to cook for yourself.  Partners and 
families are welcome to meals without additional cost.

How intensive is the study at Mirfield?

Will my family be welcome at Mirfield?

Will we be trained to serve during the liturgy?

Is there any downtime or time to relax?

What meals are provided or can I cook for myself?
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The College of the Resurrection - 
A workshop for the Holy Spirit
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